
Sobomabo Jackrich declares interest to succeed Governor Wike
*Takes a swipe on Wike's leadership style of the lack job creation of millions of unemployed youths
Okafor Ofiebor/Port Harcourt
Ahead of the 2023 general election, a chieftain of Peoples Democratic Party PDP, in Rivers,  Amb. Sobomabo Jackrich has declared his intention to contest for the governorship of the state. 
The 43- year agitator for the development of Niger Delta was once a strong ally to Governor Nyesom Wike, and former Caretaker Committee Chairman of Asari-Toru Local Government Area of Rivers State. 
Jackrich who is also the Founder and leader of Kengema Unity Forum (KUF) and Network for Defence of Democratic and Good Governance (NDDGG)  is perhaps the first Politician to declare interest in succeeding Wike as the governor of Rivers State. 
He has been a regular critic of the Wike's  style of governance with claims that the Governor has refused to include creation of employment for  millions of youths in state among his priority. 
Jackrich also popularly known as ‘Egberipapa’ declared his intention to contest for the governorship of Rivers during the first 2021 national meeting of stakeholders of the Kengema  Unity Forum convened by the members in three Kalabari Local Government Areas of Asari-Toru, Akuku-Toru and Degema.
Members of the group also declared their support for his governorship while pledging that they are ready and willing to join him to make his ambition a reality in on the platform of any political party
National Leaders, LGA Stakeholders and other support groups of the Kengema Forum such as Chief Ogonoye John West, Hon Obele MacHarry and Hon Alalibo Fredrick, the national spokesperson among others, expressed their solidarity to the Leader in the 2023 governorship election in the state.
 Jackrich told members of the KUF that failure of Wike administration to address issues of underdevelopment,  job creation, lack of support for Small Medium Enterprises, impoverisation of the masses and poor health care infrastructures are the key things propelling his governorship ambition. 
He  thanked the members for their unflinching support, urging them to remain steadfast, expressing optimism that victory is assured.
Our Correspondent recalls that speaking 42nd birthday reception that attracted the crème de la crème of society  the celebrant Sobomabo Jackrich stated that he will continue to pursue the cause to actualize the legacy of leadership. 


The former warlord took a swipe at the Governor Wike  berated his leadership class in Rivers state for keeping quiet at the at the abnormalities in the governance of the State.
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According to him, the present administration of Governor Nyesom Wike has demonstrated a lack of capacity to entrench a sincere, transparent and all-inclusive leadership class that will unite the diverse ethnic group and place the state path of unity, peace, and progress.


He lashed out at the governor on his recent denigration of the highly revered traditional institution and rain of abuses on custodians of our culture, saying the display of disregard for such highly revered individuals is totally condemnable. 

According to him: "Rivers state needs a credible leader that is God-fearing, one that feels the pulse of the people; not one that is vindictive, sentimental and arrogant like our governor has continued to demonstrate”, he said.


Speaking further on the Trans Kalabari road project that would traverse the three local government area of Kalabari, he called for greater transparency in the award of the contract, adding that the project had become a kind of lingering charade. 


According to him, this is the time to speak out and end the Trans Kalabari road treachery. He said the Kalabaris are now wiser, hence they are demanding to know the worth of the Trans Kalabari road contract, and the name of the contractor handling the project, as stakeholders to ascertain the veracity of the award and follow the development closely. 


According to Jackrich"WIke Should not hide under looming EFCC Probe To Award Trans Kalabari Road in a hurry, this time we want to Know the Worth Of the Contract and the Contractor handling it", warning that the Kalabaris will embark on protest if the governor failed to make public the monetary value of the Trans-Kalabari road contract for the purpose of transparency.

It is not yet clear under which political platform he would test his popularity.









Int'l Women's Day: LAPO Holds Outstanding Women Leadership Award In Benin
By Jethro Ibileke/Benin
All is now set for this year's edition of LAPO Outstanding Women Leadership Award (LOWLA), instituted by Lift Above Poverty Organization (LAPO), to commemorate the International Women’s Day (IWD).
It event will hold on Monday, March 8, 2021, at the LAPO Institute, Benin City, Edo state.
A statement by the LAPO's Head of Advocacy and Communications, James-Wisdom Abhulimen, noted that the theme for the celebration - Women in Leadership: Achieving an Equal Future in Covid-19 World, resonates with the global campaign theme, Choose to Challenge.
The Chief Judge of the state, Hon. Justice Esther Edigin, will chair the occasion, while the Executive Director of Caring Heart Initiative for Advocacy Development and Empowerment, Comrade Grace Obakina, will be Guest Speaker.
Distinguished personalities, including members of the civil society, policy makers, the academia, women groups and other stakeholders are expected to grace the occasion.
LAPO Outstanding Women Leadership Award was initiated in 2013 as a platform to honour and celebrate women who have distinguished themselves in their various endeavours with sustainable social impact.
A total of 24 women have been bestowed the award, since its inception.
Commenting on the award, LAPO's Executive Director, Dr. Honestus Ayo Obadiora, said the organisation is passionate about women, and committed to their overall development, as well as redressing discrimination against women, adding that gender equality is key to achieving overall national development.
"For more than two decades, LAPO has been at the forefront of bringing gender issues to wider attention, recognizing and promoting women’s contributions to the advancement of Nigeria.
"LAPO aims to achieve a set of values with the award that enhance the progress of Nigerian women in different areas, including recognizing and honouring the outstanding contributions of women in professional, farming and business sectors in Nigeria, recognize the effective role of women and their contributions to Nigerian society and its future growth, honour women who excel in their work, performed to highest standards in business, farming professional sector, inspire and encourage future generations of women to achieve their true potentials, thereby enhancing their status in the society and providing mentors to discover the hidden potentials in Nigerian women."









Ganduje cautions against politicising security matters   
Security
By Aisha Ahmed
In a veiled criticism of his counterpart, Bello Matawalle, Gov. Abdullahi Ganduje of Kano on Saturday warned against criticism of the no-fly zone order declared over Zamfara State by President Muhammadu Buhari. 
Matawalle, the Governor of Zamfara State had criticized the no- fly- zone order declared over the state by the President as a means of curbing activities of bandits who have been pillaging villages and kidnapping people, including students in the state.  
President Buhari gave the order after a meeting of the National Security Council early this week.  
In addition, the President also banned mining of gold in the state.  
The Presidency later explained that the order was given based on intelligence that bandits operating in the vast bushes of Zamfara are getting their supply of weapons through use of helicopters. 
The presidency also said illegal miners are using private jets to take gold illegally mined in Zamfara out of Nigeria.  
The Governor was supported by PDP.  
But in a statement signed by the Commissioner for Information, Mr Muhammed Garba, on Saturday in Kano, Ganduje described the declaration of Zamfara State a no-fly zone by the Federal Government as a well thought-out security strategy by the National Security Council. 
He said that the declaration would help to overcome security challenges not only in Zamfara but other neighbouring states.
He said “politicians should at least wait and see how the strategy works before making comments that are capable of undermining the efforts of our security services to keep the country safe.”
The governor further observed that the measure would aid in tackling suspected logistics supply and evacuation of the nation’s natural resources particularly gold.
“The issues of security should be beyond partisan considerations. I do not see anything political in declaring the no-fly zone in Zamfara State.
“It is purely based on security and intelligence reports that there are suspicious criminal activities going on there,” Ganduje said.
He said that the country needed concerted efforts by stakeholders to combat the scourge of kidnappings, insurgency and banditry confronting the country rather than reducing it to a mere political tool.
Ganduje, however, called for collaboration between the states and the Federal Government to prevent the situation from getting out of control.
He also appealed for a concerted approach by the state governments, security agencies, traditional rulers, community and religious leaders, to successfully tackle security challenges in the country. (NAN)






Delta LG poll: Residents obey resticted movement order
Delta LG poll: Residents obey resticted movement order
Some residents of  Asaba and its and environs on Saturday said they that they were not aware of the local government poll taking place across Delta State, according to a report by NEWS Agency of Nigeria.  
Mrs Agnes Afam, a business centre operator, said, “I never knew today is election. I only came out to discover that today election.”
Sunday Ugwu, a carpenter who lives on Ibusa Road, said that he was not aware that there was an election, and as such, would not go to vote.
Others have also complained that their polling units were far from their homes and would not participate in the election as a result.
Mr Okechukwu Onu told NAN that he lived around ULO Ibusa Road and his polling unit was at the College of Education, Asaba, a distance he considered too far.
“I advise the people in charge of elections to bring polling units closer to us. I cannot go all the way to that place to cast my vote ” he said.
Anothe resident, Mary Uke, said that if the polling unit was close to her, she would go and vote.
“Considering the situation we are in right now, I cannot spend up to N1000 to and fro the polling station to cast my vote.
“Eeven when the politicians are voted in they will not remember us,” she added.
However, there was full compliance with restrictions on vehicular movement order imposed by government 
Markets, filling stations, shops, motor parks and other business organisation were closed in Asaba, Ughelli, Sapele, Agbor and other parts of the state.

However, few motor parks opened for vehicles travelling outside the state as early as 5.30 a.m.to be able to leave the state before daybreak as there was light traffic in some major roads in Warri metropolis.

Some of the commercial drivers complained that the restriction order had actually affected their work for the day.
A bus driver at the popular Koka Park in Asaba, Mr Ben Ike, said he had spent hours without having any passenger.
”I came out here as early as 6:30 a.m. to enable me beat the restriction order, but here I am and there are no passengers,” he said.

The restricted vehicular movement lasts from 12 a.m to 4:00 p.m. on Saturday

Why my music has gained universal acceptance – Sinach
By Nehru Odeh
Her fans can’t get enough of her. Though born Osinachi Kalu she later become known globally as Sinach. Not only has she won multiple awards, her music has gained universal acceptance.
However the intriguing thing about the Ebonyi state- born gospel singer and songwriter is that many, irrespective of their religious beliefs, relate to her music. Her songs are sung in many countries and have been translated to many languages across the globe,
Some of her hit songs include Way Maker, I know who I Am, Awesome God , Great Are You Lord, Rejoice, He Did It Again, Precious Jesus, The Name of Jesus. Her most popular song, Way Maker was sung by demonstrators protesting against racial injustice in the United States last year. 
Still, the question is: Why is her music universally accepted, given the fact that she is not a secular artiste? She recently opened up on why her music has gained universal acceptance in an interview with presenters of Your View, an all-female talk show on TVC. According to the multiple award-winning artiste her music has gained universal acceptance because people are motivated by her songs, find hope and encouragement in them  and are able to connect.
“I learnt early enough that the only thing that can change a man and make lasting impression is the word of God, the spirit of God. And that is the only thing that can make lasting impression in the hearts of men and women all over the world. And that keeps me on, writing. So in my songs you would hear declaration of the word of God, declaration of who God is and declaration of faith, encouragement. And so when you release that, you are not just singing about yourself or your friends or the song, how beautiful it is. That makes lasting impression,  that people will always find encouragement, hope and be able to connect.
“I have wide acceptance all over the world. You know it is scriptural. You know the Bible says He has given us favour and grace. And there is a particular place in the Bible about a house that is built on a hill. You know your greatness cannot be hidden. It is even part of my song that I declare.

 “I am a light to the world. That is who I am. And so everywhere I go I shine. And so that is what it is. My acceptance is not because of my name ibut is because of who I am, who God has made me, she maintained.
However, Sinach said the reason her music breaks racial, religious and ethnic boundaries is the excellence behind her work and that is why she has won multiple awards in the United States and beyond.
“What they actually recognizing is the excellence behind the music. You know, it is like writing a book. A bestseller doesn’t ask if you are a Christian or you are writing for something else. It is the excellence. What is the yardstick for the presentation of the award? You can say we are giving you the award because you crossed this, you did this, you did that.
“Maybe the reason why they are giving you the award is because they have a particular thing that they are seeing. Maybe you have passed the 300, 000 mark or something like that. So it wasn’t about religion or anything. It was about the excellence behind the production, the excellence behind what the person is doing.”
Excellence? Certainly. That Sinach has done excellently well with her music is not debatable. She is the first to top the Billboard Christian Songwriter chart for 12 weeks in a row and the first African artiste to ever top the chart. In 2016, she was the first recipient of the LIMA Songwriter of the Decade Award   Her song, Way Maker, bagged three nominations and won the Song of the Year at the 51st GMA Dove Awards, making her the first Nigerian to win the award.
The visuals for Way Maker is currently the second most watched Nigerian music video on YouTube In March 2019, it became the third Nigerian video to garnered 100 million views on YouTube behind Davido's Fall and Yemi Alade's Johnny.






Restored Chaplin films to be released in cinemas worldwide

FILE PHOTO: Visitors look at an extract of the silent film “The Great Dictator” during a media tour of ‘Chaplin’s World’, an interactive museum celebrating the life and works of comic actor Charlie Chaplin, in Corsier near Vevey, Switzerland, April 16, 2016. REUTERS/Denis Balibouse

London, March 6, 2021 (Reuters/NAN) A hundred years since Charlie Chaplin directed and starred in his first feature-length film “The Kid”, some of the silent comic’s best-known movies are being restored to be released in cinemas worldwide.

French film company mk2 and international distributor Piece of Magic said in a statement they had teamed up to mark the centennial.

The Paris-based company’s 2k and 4k restorations of Chaplin’s films include classics “The Gold Rush”, “City Lights”, “The Circus”, “Modern Times” and “The Great Dictator”.

mk2 will release a 4K restoration of “The Kid” in France in the autumn while Piece of Magic will work with its network of exhibitors to release the film and others in around 50 territories as well as collaborate with mk2 distribution partners.

“In 1921 ‘The Kid’ confirmed Chaplin’s stardom and extraordinary skills in the art of cinema,” mk2 Chief Executive Nathanaël Karmitz said in a statement.

“It is fitting that this year in partnership with Piece of Magic we return Chaplin to cinemas around the world and continue to maintain the legacy of his work, celebrating its modernity and emotions that live on today.”

The two companies said there would be new posters and trailers “designed for contemporary audiences” to mark the anniversary. (Reuters/NAN)
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ou fooled us to lift blockade of food supply to South – CGN to Yahaya Bello
04.03.2021
 
The Coalition of Northern Groups has alleged that leadership of the Amalgamated Union of Foodstuffs and Cattle Dealers of Nigeria (AFCDN) was fooled to lift its blockade on food supply from the North to the Southern part of Nigeria by Governor Yahaya Bello and former Minister, Femi Fani Kayode. 
AFCDN on Thursday lifted the ban it had placed on food and cattle supply from the North to the Southern part of the country in protest over alleged losses suffered by its members during the #EndSARS protest and the Shasa market crisis in Ibadan, Oyo State. 
Members of the union had also demanded over N400 billion as compensation as well as assurance that their members will no longer be attacked as conditions for lifting the bandit. 
But the food dealers called off the food blockade after series of meeting with the Kogi state governor and Fani-Kayode. 
But in its reaction to the lifting of the blockade, CNG said Bello and Femi Fani-Kayode, fooled the AFCDN  to suspend its strike action and supply food to the South in a statement by its spokesperson, Suleiman Abdul-Azeez.
The group noted that this was because none of the demands of the food dealers were met before they agreed to call off the strike. 
CNG also warned northerners to be careful of the duo as their intervention was for personal interests and not the interest of the North. 
The group added that Bello and Fani-Kayode are only interested in using the food dealers to advance their interests in the presidency and not because they are genuinely interested in the welfare of Northerners.  
The statement reads, “The Coalition of Northern Groups CNG is of the view that the conclusion to suspend strike action embarked by the cattle and foodstuff dealers under the aegis of the Amalgamated Union of Foodstuff and Cattle Dealers of Nigeria (AUFCDN) was forced on the union leaders who were as well fooled.
 With earlier reports that the leadership of AUFCDN was arrested and detained by the security and intimidation of union leaders out to enforce the blockade by the Military, everyone can see that the strike suspension was far from voluntary. 
We all know that Governor Bello had never shown any concern over the plight of the northerners when they were attacked during the EndSARS uprising and at Sasha, Ibadan. 
Besides, the agreement reached did not disclose any commitment by the authorities on the demand for payment of compensation for lives and properties lost by northerners to the attacks. 
Northerners should therefore be wary of the maneuvers of such southern politicians and their northern collaborators like Bello whose eyes are only primed on the presidency and not the general safety of the country and the North in particular.

I can walk around Rivers State without Security,I have fulfilled all promises made to Rivers People---Governor Wike




Okafor Ofiebor/Port Harcourt




Governor Nyesom Wike of Rivers State boasted that he  he could walk around the entire Rivers State today  without security because his administration and the PDP have fulfilled their promises to transform the State for the benefit of all.



Rivers States Governor, Nyesom Ezenwo Wike says despite attempts by agents of the Federal Government to cripple his administration from the onset, he has not disappointed Rivers’ people and the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) in the governance of the State.




He made this assertion at the inauguration of the ultramodern Government House clinic and Administrative Building in Port Harcourt.

“I have not disappointed the people of Rivers State and I have not disappointed the party that gave me the privilege to contribute my own quarter to the development of the State. But for politics, I don’t think there will be need for any Rivers man or woman to think of any other party.”


The Rivers State governor explained that immediately he took over the realm of power in 2015, he was  buffeted from all sides as the Federal Government unleashed insidious forces whose primary objective was to cripple his administration.



Governor recalled how his election  was nullified by the tribunal and the Court of Appeal. But through divine providence, the Supreme Court upturned their verdict and reaffirmed him the winner of the 2015 governorship election.

He also narrated how National Assembly and State  House of Assembly elections were also nullified and fresh election ordered, but fortunately, the PDP still emerged victorious.

“I know what we passed through in the hands of the ruling government. No State government has been harassed like Rivers State government, not one, but I will never give up. I will continue to do what I think is for the best interest of the people of  Rivers State because they gave me the privilege.”

Governor Wike said when the State was faced with serious security challenge, he appealed to the Federal Government to deploy special force to checkmate the activities of the criminals, but his entreaty was deliberately ignored.



According to him, security in the State has been politicised as the Federal Government has persistently deployed and redeployed Commissioners of Police in Rivers State.



“Since 2015, we have had about 15 Commissioners of Police, just to make sure Rivers State does not move forward. But nobody is God.  They go to their ministers to choose Commissioner of Police for our State so that what will happen? To come and make the State ungovernable? But God does not think so.”



He explained that despite all these antics by Federal Government agents, he has remained undaunted even as a second term governor in the delivery of democratic dividends to the people of the State. 



Governor Wike said the new Government House Clinic which is fully equipped with state-of-the-art operating theatre, top anaesthesia ventilator, ICU Room, Endoscopy Suite, MRI Machines, Laboratory, Pharmacy and 24 hours ambulance service will serve elder statesmen, Government House personnel, judges and legislators.



He regretted that the yearning of Nigerians for better life, better education,  health care system,  basic infrastructure, have remained illusive because of the insensitivity of the incumbent Federal government. He insisted that only the PDP can redeem Nigeria from the bad governance that has characterised the ruling party.



Former Senate President, Dr. Bukola Saraki who inaugurated the ultra-modern Government House Clinic/Administrative Building, lauded Governor Wike for investing in critical infrastructure such as healthcare,  which is very important in reduction of poverty.

Senator Saraki said Governor Wike’s  effort,  actions and  successes in governance has clearly distinguished him as a ambassador of the PDP  in Nigeria.

“I believe  that this centre (Clinic) is not only for the people of Rivers state, it is  for the entire people of the country and for the whole African continent.”



The Commissioner of Health, Professor Princewill Chike, said all the equipment, monitors and desktops in the clinic  are connected through a computerized integrated system linking the Radiology with the Laboratory and the Electronic Patient Records, that can be checked and managed on-site, but also remotely, anywhere in the world, using an authorized access.

The Chief of Staff to the Governor, Engineer Emeka Woke, said anyone who visited the Government House a year ago will be astounded by the transformation that has taken place within this short period. According to him, it only takes a visionary leader to achieve this feat.
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